Guru Ram Das Ashram Pet Policy – vers. 1.0, 2010
The peace and well-being of Guru Ram Das Ashram residents, guests, and visitors is a priority.  Considering the many issues that need to be policed and enforced in order for pet policies to work, we prefer to limit the number of pets on the property. However, recognizing the potential joys and healing aspects of owning a pet, we seek to support universal benefit by requesting that all pet owners abide by the following pet policies.  By signing, you agree to adhere to the pet polices stated below.

In order to facilitate peaceful coexistence among humans and animals at Guru Ram Das Ashram, we request the cooperation of all ashram residents and visitors in adhering to the following pet policies:

Prospective pets will be evaluated on an individual basis, as are prospective residents and guests. Management reserves the right to refuse any pet or person.

· Pet owner is required to fill out a pet application for the rental file. 

· The number of pets in a unit is limited to two. 

· Cats and dogs are required to be licensed and up to date on rabies and other vaccinations. As residents of Millis, all pet owners are expected to abide by local ordinances and leash laws.

· Pets are required to wear collars with identification at all times.

· Resident dogs, cats, and rabbits are required to be neutered before they reach six months of age to control over-population.

· No pets that are endangered, poisonous, or dangerous can be accepted.  No pit bulls or Rottweilers.

· Dogs are limited by size, approximately 30-35 lbs.

· Pets are required to be kept under control at all times, i.e. on a leash or harness. 

· All pet debris must be picked up and disposed of by owners.

· Pets are not allowed in the community building.

· No pet shall become a nuisance or create unreasonable disturbance. This means pets cannot be accepted (or owners can be asked to remove them) if they cause personal injury or property damage; exhibit aggressive behavior; make noise continuously; are not leashed in common areas outdoors; are not kept clean; are parasite infested.
· Pets shall not be used for any commercial purposes. 
· When leaving town, owners must notify the management, have a pet sitter lined up, and give contact information to management.

· Ashram guests (non-members) who attend events on ashram property are asked not to bring pets onto the property.  Tenants or ashram members who invite pet owners and their pets onto ashram property are responsible for visiting pets.  (The basic guidelines of this pet policy also apply to visiting pets.) 

· Pet owners are financially responsible for any and all damages their pets cause.

· Pet owners shall indemnify the property owners and hold them harmless against any claim, loss or liability -- including legal fees.  All pet owners are expected to hold renters’/property insurance which includes any liability related to pet bites, etc., with Sikh Dharma of MA listed as an additional insured. (In the event anything happened, Sikh Dharma would be covered.  If the policy lapsed, Sikh Dharma would be notified). Tenants are expected to provide a copy of their pet insurance policy to be filed in the Sikh Dharma Office. 

· Supplemental Pet Security deposit: A nonrefundable deposit of $150 per cat, $300 per dog is required at the time of rental (or at the time a pet is acquired). Any damage done beyond reasonable wear and tear is the responsibility of the pet owner.  In the event that the property owner or owner’s agents must apply the Pet Security deposit amount to damages caused by a pet, the owner is responsible for replenishing the security deposit to the full amount within 30 days: for assessed damages less than the amount of the Pet Security deposit, as well as paying the difference in the assessed damages should the assessed damages be greater than the amount of the Pet Security deposit.  The owner or the owner’s agents will assess the amount of refund to which any pet owner may be entitled at the time of final departure, based on a final apartment inspection and fulfillment of the lease agreement.

These rules shall be interpreted to the best judgment of the property owner and the owner's agents and such interpretations shall be final. 

I have read and understand the attached policies related to keeping pets at the Guru Ram Das Ashram property, and I, and members of my household, promise to fully comply.  A nonrefundable deposit of $150 per cat, $300 per dog toward any damage is attached.  (All damages caused by the pet are the responsibility of the pet owner.)
Tenant


Date

Management

Date

